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On July 27, La Prensa resumed publication after being closed for 15 days by the Nicaraguan
government. Acting Interior Minister Rene Vivas called the newspaper's editor, Cristiana Chamorro
Barrios to his office on July 26 to inform her that La Prensa should "promote respect for the law."
Vivas said there was room for an opposition press in Nicaragua as long as it did not undermine
legality. In the wake of the violent demonstration on July 10 in Nandaime, Radio Catolica and
the radio news program El Despertar, were ordered of the air indefinitely. Radio news show, El
Nicaraguense, was closed for 48 hours this week. Recently, Chamorro traveled to Costa Rica to
interview President Oscar Arias. In the interview, which appeared in the July 27 issue of La Prensa,
Arias called on Managua to reopen all media outlets, grant amnesty for political prisoners, and
permit "truly free and democratic elections." He said, "Before, it was the United States that was
isolated. Now it is Nicaragua that is completely alone."
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